
The Jefferay Monument at Chiddingly Church (Sir John Jefferay) and the
Bertie Monument (Sir Peregrine Bertie) in the Church of St James at
Spilsby, Lincolnshire.

These monuments are special in many ways, but one good reason is because they were
probably the first two standing effigies found on English funerary monuments.

There is a connection in that they were probably made by the same sculptor, who is
William Cure II who came from Amsterdam, maybe assisted by his colleagues.

The other connection is that the Bertie monument features Sir Peregrine Bertie, whose
son Robert Bertie married Elizabeth Montagu who was the grand-daughter of Sir John
Jefferay.

The Jefferay Monument.

Probably contrary to expectation, the
standing figures are Sir John’s daughter
Dame Elizabeth on the right, and her
huband, Sir John’s son-in-law, Sir Edward
Montagu, on the left. Sir John himself is
lying down in the centre, with his wife
Dame Alice below. In front of them also 
standing is Edward and Elizabeth’s 
daughter, also Elizabeth, who eventually 
married Robert Bertie, whose father Sir
Peregrine is depicted standing in the 
picture on the right.

The Bertie Monument

This is Sir Peregrine Bertie, who had five
sons, and one of them, Robert, married
Elizabeth Montagu. He also had a 
daughter, Katherine, whose effigy lies
below Sir Peregrine.  Katherine married
Sir Lewis Watson of Rockingham, but died
a year later, asking to be buried with her
father.  Sir Lewis commissioned this 
monument in memory of his wife and her
father.
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The Jefferay Monument

The monument is dated to 1612, and was restored by specialists in 1996.  There is much
detail about Sir John’s life and family online, and here are some links.

First, NADFAS made a record of Chiddingly Church furnishings in 2003, and the record
gives a lot of information about the Jefferay Monument.
See http://www.coopersfarm.co.uk/church/nadfas2.htm

Wikipedia also has information about Sir John Jefferay.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Jeffrey_(judge)

This is the correct weblink for our Sir John, and it is important to note that our Sir John
is in no way connected to Sir George Jeffreys of the Bloody Assizes (Judge Jeffreys).

The current Chiddingly Church Guide has much to say about the monument and Sir
John and his family,  See http://www.coopersfarm.co.uk/church/churchguide3.htm

M A Lower’s Parochial History of Chiddingly also gives much information about the 
Jefferay family: see the pages starting at  
http://www.coopersfarm.co.uk/chiddingly/lower/217.htm

For interest, here is Sir John’s Will, obtained from the Public Record Office
http://www.coopersfarm.co.uk/church/jefferayoriginalwill.pdf

and here it is transcribed to a large extent into modern English.
http://www.coopersfarm.co.uk/church/jefferaywill.pdf

The Bertie Monument

Built in 1600, perhaps the first English tomb to feature a standing effigy of the deceased.

To start: the St James’ Church website:  https://www.stjamesspilsby.co.uk/

The church is at Church Street, Spilsby, Lincs  PE23 5PF    Spilsby is about 12 miles
west of Skegness.

The Church does (or did) produce an excellent History and Guide, cost £1, which 
contains a great deal of very interesting material.

Wikipedia also has information about Sir Peregrine Bertie
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peregrine_Bertie,_13th_Baron_Willoughby_de_Eresby
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